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BMW Conditional Based Service (CBS) – Function update Feb 2012 
 
 

The way in which the BMW CBS function displays service data read from the vehicle has 
changed from V416 and onwards. This change has been implemented to provide users with 
a more accurate description of current service requirements. 
 
 
Once selected from the menu the CBS function will guide the user through ‘current time’ and 
‘date’ entry. The function systematically gathers information from around the vehicle by 
communicating with the following modules: 
 

� CAS (Car Access System) 
� DME/DDE (Engine Management) 
� DSC/ABS (ABS braking) 
� INSTR (Instruments) 
� IHKA (Climate) 

 
 
The following service items are supported within the CBS function: 

� Micro filter (Data from IHKA) 
� Rear Brakes (Data from DSC) 
� Front Brakes (Data from DSC) 
� Engine Oil (Data from DME/DDE) 
� Spark Plugs (Data from INSTR) 
� Brake Fluid (Data from INSTR) 
� Vehicle Check (Data from INSTR) 
� Exhaust Emission (Data from INSTR) 
� Vehicle Inspection (Data from INSTR) 

 
 
The following image of the CBS menu shows all possible ECU responses. See below for 
explanations of all responses. 
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Supported items 
 
1) Percentage items 
Where an item is supported the tester will display a % value to indicate the remaining life of a 
given item. The tester will also display a count to show how many times the item has been 
previously reset. Taking ‘33% 3’ as an example the item has 33% of its life remaining and 
has been reset 3 times previously. 
 
2) Date items 
Items based on dates will be displayed as a month and year when they are next due. Taking 
‘6 2013’ as an example this indicates service item due in June 2013. 
 
Unsupported items 
Unsupported items will be displayed with square brackets [ ] on the left hand side of the 
screen. An explanation of why the item is unsupported is shown within angled brackets < > 
on the right hand side of the screen..  
 
1) <NO SUPPORT> 
This service data function is not supported by the ECU. 
The ECU returns a specific negative response in the request for service data information. For 
example the climate control system (IHKA) on a 2008 E92 3’Series coupe does not have any 
service data as the microfilter is changed at every service. It is not an independently 
resettable item. 
 
2) <NO RESPONSE> 
No communication was possible with the ECU. 
No Response will occur when there is no communication with an ECU and/or unknown 
variant is detected. 
 
3) <NO DATA> 
No valid service data was found in the response message from the ECU. 
This would be displayed when the ECU has responded with service data but the specific item 
is not available. For example, Spark plugs on a diesel engine (and some newer petrol 
engines). Sometimes either Exhaust Emission date or Vehicle Inspection date may not be 
supported. 
 
4) <ERROR> 
An unknown error has occurred. 
 
Pressing the F1 key provides the user with additional help details contained within this 
bulletin. 
 
 
Note: Reports of ‘Brake Pad’ service data showing values of ‘255% 1’ has been proved to be 
a result of faulty pad wear indicator wires. On more than one occasion customers have seen 
this issue when using new aftermarket wires. Replacing the wear indicators with genuine 
BMW wires has fixed the issue. 


